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Department  of  Baths, 

64  Pemberton  Square, 

June  I,  1899. 

Hon.  Josiah  Quincy, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  the  Trustees  of  the  Bath  De- 
partment submit  the  following  report  of  the  work 
of  the  year  ending  January  31,  1899: 

As  this  is  the  first  report  since  the  creation  of 
the  Department  of  Baths,  and  as  the  work  of  the 
Board  has  been  of  considerable  interest  to  man}^ 
other  communities  than  our  own,  it  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Trustees  wise  to  make  this  report 
complete  by  giving  a  short  history  of  the  begin- 
ning and  consequent  growth  of  the  work  which 
has  come  under  their  charge.  To  this  end  the 
article  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  I.  Cole  of  Boston  is 
included  in  the  report. 

Daniel  D.  Kearns, 

Secretarv. 
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Financial  Statement. 
O^ce  expenses: 

Salaries : 
Daniel  D.    Kearns,    Secretary,    from 

Marcli  31,  1898 $1)323  62 

Employes 1.039  87 

12,363  49 

Travelling  expenses 365  50 

Stationery • 328  71 

Furniture  and  office  expenses 240  99 

Photographs  and  plates  of  bath-houses  and  beaches,  200  40 

Printing 90  78 

Telephone  service 46  40 

Advertising 2555 

$3,661  82 
Bath-houses  and  beaches : 

Employes $30,016  43 

Repairs  and  improvements 16,040  36 

Bathing  suits 4.423  06 

Boats,    furnishings    and    small    sup- 
plies   2,216  21 

Uniforms,  badges  and  medals 688  90 

Cartage 489  95 

Rents 350  00 

Medical  supplies 234  00 

Fuel 127  25 

Electric  lighting 100  30 

Travelling  expenses '3  73 

Water-rates 10  77 

54,710  96 

Urinals : 

Employes $2,699  03 

Small  supplies 23  79 

2,722  82 

Gymnasia : 

Employes $1 54  oc 

Fuel 99  08 

Furnishings  and  small  supplies 96  5° 

Repairs 89  51 

Electric  lighting 88  20 

Gas 51   74 

579  03 

$61,674  63 
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Special  Appropriations. 

Bath-house,  Neponset  River  : 

Building  bath-house #2,500  00 

Bath-house,  etc.,  opposite  Charlestozvn  Heights  Park : 

Booths  and  rafts $2,952  99 

Underpinning  railroad  tracks 615  39 

Architect's  services 450  00 

Teaming 42  00 

$4,060  38 

Bathing  Establishment,  Charles  River: 

Bath-house ...      $\  ,500  00 

Bathing  Establishment,  Ward  75.  Payments  on  account : 

Land,  6,671  square  feet.  East  Ninth  street $3,107  46 

Borings ■  33  80 

Engineering 22  25 

$3.1^63  51 

Bathing  Pool,  etc.,  Cabot  street  : 

Contractor,   H.  P.  Nawn $2,000  00 

Carpentry 1 97  12 

Engineering 127  04 

$2,324  16 

Commonwealth    Park,    Gymnasium.     Paytnents    on  * 
account : 

Contractor,  D.  J.  McKim $9,671  12, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  Repair  Division. .  3,222  66 

Architect's  services 340  07 

Printing 25  53 

$13,259  99 

Recapitulation. 

Bath  Department ^61 ,674  63 

Bath-house,  Neponset  River 2,500  00 

Bath-house,  opposite  Charlestown  Heights  Park.  . .  4,060  38 

Bathing  Establishment,  Charles  River i)500  00 

Bathing  Establishment,  Ward  15  .' 3»i63  51 

Bathing  pool,  etc.,  Cabot  street , 2,324  16 

Commonwealth  Park,  Gymnasium I3i259  99 

$88,482  67 
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HISTORY  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SYSTEM. 


As  long  ago  as  i860  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  Common  Council  of  Boston  appointed  a 
joint  special  committee  "  to  consider  and  report 
what  measures,  if  any,  can  be  adopted  to  provide 
such  facilities  for  cheap  bathing  as  will  induce  all 
persons  to  avail  themselves  of  the  means  so  pro- 
vided." The  report  of  this  committee,  submitted 
early  the  following  year,  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  was  undoubtedly  the  first  public  docu- 
ment in  this  country  on  the  subject  of  municipal 
baths.  Two  questions  only  are  considered  in  this 
report:  "First,  is  the  City  of  Boston  deficient 
in  bathing  facilities  ;  and  second,  if  so,  how  shall 
the  want  be  met."  That  it  should  not  go  at 
length  into  the  general  questions  of  the  usefulness 
of  bathing  as  a  sanitary  agency,  or  of  its  neces- 
sity tO'  personal  health  and  comfort,  is  not  sur- 
prising ;  the  investigations  of  science  having 
settled  the  former,  while  every-day  experience 
and  observation  proved  the  latter.  But  that  it 
should  not  even  raise  the"  question  whether  it  was 
in  accordance  with  public  policy  to  establish  and 
maintain  baths  at  the  city's  expense  gives  some 
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cause  for  wonder,  inasmuch  as  no  undertaking  of 
the  kind  had  been  attempted  or,  so  far  as  is 
known,  proposed  by  any  city  in  the  United 
States.  Examples  of  municipal  action  in  this 
direction  had  to  be  sought  in  other  countries, 
and  the  report  cites  the  public  bathing  establish- 
ments  of    England,  France,   and   Belgium, 


A  Floating  Bath,  West  Boston  Bridge 

That  Boston  in  those  days  was  signally  packing 
in  bathing  facilities  the  report  of  i86i  clearly 
shows.  So  far  from  supplying  opportunities  for 
personal  cleanliness  the  city  even  inflicted  penal- 
ties upon  the  boys  who  tried  to  go  swimming  in 
the  public  waters  within  its  limits.  At  only  one  or 
two  enclosed  bathing-houses,  carried  on  for  private 
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profit,  A\as  the  vast  body  of  water  nearly  sur- 
rounding the  city  utilized  for  any  such  purpose. 
These  places,  of  course,  were  available  only  during 
a  part  of  die  }'ear,  and  they  could  never  come 
into  general  use  on  account  of  the  expense  in- 
volved. Besides  these  summer  baths  there  were 
a  few  all-the-year-round  establishments,  also  under 
private  management;  but  these  were  of  limited 
capacity  and  necessarily  made  charges  beyond 
the  means  of  the  working  classes.  Thus  had  it 
not  been  for  the  water  supplied  their  dwellings 
by  the  city  water  system,  a  large  part  of  the 
population  would  have  been  destitute  of  the  means 
for  bodily  ablutions ;  and  the  use  of  the  city  water 
in  the  contracted  abodes  of  the  poorer  people  is 
always  not  onl}^  inconvenient  but,  in  numberless 
cases,  practically  impossible.  As  a  result  thou- 
sands in  the  community  were  suffering  the  per- 
sonal discomfort  and  rnoral  degradation  of  a  want 
of  cleanliness,  and,  at  the  same  time,  rendering 
themselves  the  more  liable  to  disease. 

To  meet  this  real  and  widespread  need  the  city, 
so  the  report  urged,  in  the  absence  of  any  pri- 
vate philanthropic  efforts,  should  initiate  some 
plan  for  giving  the  people  an  opportunity  for 
habitual  and  economical  bathing.  Its  only  spe- 
cific recommendation  was  that  cheap  plunge-baths 
for  poor  men  and  boys  be  tried  for  a  time  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city.     This   easy  experiment,  it 
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suggested,  would  doubtless  prove  of  great  benefit, 
and  might  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  adopting 
an  enlarged  and  comprehensive  plan  for  the  good 
of  all  the  citizens. 


Craigie   Bridge. 


Notwithstanding  the  conclusions  reached  in  the 
report  of  i860,  no  action  was  taken  by  Boston  in 
the  matter  of  providing  public  bathing  accommo- 
dations before  1866,  the  tremendous  crisis  through 


FREE   MUNICIPAL   BATHS    IN    BOSTON.  9 

which  the  country  was  passing  during  the  inter- 
vening years  presumably  precluding  it.  In  the 
spring  of  1866  another  joint  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  such 
an  undertaking.  This  committee  at  once  set  to 
work  with  a  view  to  securing  two  kinds  of  baths  — 
warm  and  cold  fresh-water  baths  for  the  fall,  win- 
ter and  spring  months,  and  salt-water  baths  for  the 
summer  months ;  but  it  soon  found  that  its  imme- 
diate attention  must  be  given  to  the  latter,  because 
of  the  great  expense  involved  in  providing  the 
necessary  apparatus  and  conveniences  for  per- 
manent baths.  On  its  recommendation,  $10,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  establishment,  under  its 
direction,  of  "  suitable  places  in  South  and  East 
Boston  and  the  city  proper  for  salt-water  bath- 
ing during  the  ensuing  summer  months."  This  ap- 
propriation was  doubled  later  in  the  season.  Six 
localities  were  selected  —  five  for  floating-baths 
and  one  for  a  beach  bath — ^^and  each  was  placed 
in  the  special  charge  of  some  one  member  of  the 
committee.  In  the  absence  of  suitable  models  for 
bathing-houses,  the  committee  decided  that  each^ 
of  its  members  should  be  free  to  buy  or  erect  on 
the  spot  assigned  to  his  care  such  a  structure  as 
seemed  to  him  best  adapted  to  the  purpose  in 
view,  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  buildings  not  to 
exceed  the  appropriation.  Of  the  five  floating 
baths  constructed  at  that  time,  the  general  type 
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consisted  of  a  low,  wooden  building,  resting  on  a 
floating  platform  and  covering  a  shallow  tank, 
through  the  partially  open  sides  of  which  the 
water  flowed  freely.  A  row  of  dressing-closets 
ran  part  way  around  the  building,  and  was  con- 
tinued in  a  bench,  above  which  were  additional 
hooks  for  clothing.  The  entrance  and  the  superin- 
tendent's of^ce  were  at  one  end.  Air  and  light 
were  admitted  through  openings  along  the  roof. 
This  style  of  bath,  with  slight  variations,  has  per- 
sisted to  the  present  day. 

The  opening  of  these  bathing-places  was  greeted 
by  the  public  with  a  most  surprising  degree  of 
approbation,  as  was  manifested  by  their  use.  Dur- 
ing the  first  month  they  were  visited  by  over  one 
hundred  thousand  people ;  and  the  total  attend- 
ance for  the  season  of  four  months  was  not  far 
from  three-and-a-half  times  that  number.  So  great 
Was  their  popularity  that  at  the  end  of  the  season 
the  committee  recommended  to  the  City  Council  — 
"  That  there  be  appointed  annually  hereafter  a 
joint  standing  committee  on  bathing  and  public 
water  accommodations."  This  recommendation 
was  readily  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  public 
baths  became  incorporated  in  Boston's  municipal 
policy. 

The  next  year  six  additional  baths  were  opened 
by  the  new  committee,  four  of  them  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  women  and  girls;    and   the  number 
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of  bathers  was  nearly  twice  that  of  1866.  An 
appropriation  of  $25,000  was  made  for  this  second 
season.  Two  more  baths  were  built  in  1868  and 
one  the  year  following,  making  fifteen  altogether. 
In  1879  the  joint  standing  committee  was  dis- 
continued, and  the  public  baths  were  put  in  the 
care  of  the  Board  of  Health.    No  change  resulted^ 


Gymnasium  and  Bath,  South   Boston  (In   process  of  erection). 

however,  in  the  lines  originally  laid  down  for  their 
management.  For  a  long  period  before  and  after 
this  transfer  the -number  of  bathing-places  re- 
mained nearly  constant,  and  the  annual  expendi- 
ture varied  but  little  from  year  to  year. 

The  entrance  of  Mr.  Josiah  Ouincy  into  the 
office  of  Mayor,  three  years  ago,  marked  the 
beginning  of  a  new  chapter  in  the    history  of   free 
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municipal  baths  in  Boston.  Hitherto  the  provid- 
ing of  public  bathing  facilities  by  the  city  had  been 
regarded  as  permissible  in  the  absence  of  private 
effort  in  that  direction ;  Mayor  Ouincy  looked 
upon  it  as  but  one  phase  of  the  general  obligation 
of  a  city  "  to  secure,  in  some  measure,  the  enjoy- 
ment by  all  of  at  least  a  certain  minimum  of  ele- 
mentary social  advantages."  Hitherto,  also,  the 
chief,  if  not  the  sole  ground  on  which  the  work  was 
justified  had  been  the  promotion  of  the  public 
health  through  bodily  cleanliness  ;  Mayor  Ouincy 
put  it  at  once  on  the  threefold  basis  of  health, 
physical  development,  and  enjoyment,  regarding 
the  supplying  of  suitable  means  for  wholesome 
recreation  and  pleasure  as  coming  well  within  the 
lines  of  municipal  policy.  The  effect  of  this  change 
of  attitude  was  at  once  apparent.  Among  the  early 
official  acts  of  the  Mayor  was  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  citizens  to  select  a  site  and  secure 
plans  for  a  bath-house  that  should  be  open  all  the 
year  round.  This  building  was  to  be  not  only 
thoroughly  equipped  for  hot  and  cold  baths,  but  in 
its  architecture  and  appointments  it  was  to  be  of 
such  a  character  as  would  appeal  to  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  people,  and  give  the  whole  subject  of 
public  baths  a  new  dignity  in  their  eyes.  The 
baths  already  in  existence,  all  of  which  were  beach 
or  floating-baths  along  the  water  frontage  of  the 
city,  were  supplied  with    additional   conveniences, 
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such  as  fresh-water  sprays,  to  increase  their  useful- 
ness and  make  them  more  popular;  and  steps 
were  at  once  taken  to  open  additional  water-side 
baths. 

Finally,  in  the  spring  of  1898,  a  new  city  De- 
partment of  Public  Baths  was  created,  and  all  the 
baths  maintained  by  the  city  were  placed  under 
its  direction.  This  new  department  is  admin- 
istered by  seven  unpaid  Commissioners,  two  of 
whom  are  women,  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for 
terms  ranging  from  one  to  five  years.  A  secre- 
tary is  employed  by  the  Board  to  act  as  its  execu- 
tive. 

With  the  creation  of  the  Bath  Department  began 
the  real  work  of  expansion.  During  the  last 
summer  the  city  had  in  operation  six  beach  baths, 
thirteen  floating  baths,  two  river  baths  and  two 
swimming  pools  as  against  fourteen  baths  of  all 
kinds  a  year  ago.^ 

At  the  same  time  the  Commission  was  arrang- 
ing for  additional  winter  baths  and  swimming 
pools  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

That  so  extensive  a  system  of  public  bathing 
accommodations  is  not  without  its  warrant  in  the 


1  To  this  list  should  be  added  the  two  baths  connected  with  open-air  gymna- 
siums —  one  for  men  and  one  for  women  —  at  the  "  Charlesbank,"  and  the  two 
beach  baths  at  City  Point,  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Park  Commission. 
The  beach  baths,  however,  are  let  out  by  the  Commission  and  carried  on  for 
private  profit. 
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needs  of  the  people,  is  seen  from  the  large  per- 
centage of  the  population  destitute  of  proper 
means  of  bathing  at  home.  According  to  the 
tenement-house  report  made  a  few  years  ago  by 
the  State  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  of  the  whole 
number  of  families  and  persons  occupying  rented 
premises  in  Boston,  only  about  one-fourth  were 
supplied  with  bath-rooms. 

Evidence  of  a  more  direct  character  that  Bos- 
ton's present  bathing  facilities  do  not  exceed  the 
demand  is  furnished  by  the  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  bathers.  During  the  season  of  1898  the 
baths  were  used  by  1,920,368  persons,  while  the 
number  of  bathers  in  1897  was  657,275.  This 
increase  of  patronage,  as  it  is  evident,  was  far 
more  than  commensurate  with  the  additional  op- 
portunity offered. 

A  proposition  of  the  first  importance  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  of  free  popular  bathing  is 
that  in  a  large  city  it  should  be  furnished  through 
a  considerable  number  of  establishments  designed 
for  local  use,  rather  than  by  one  or  two  on  a  large 
scale  at  central  points.  In  other  words,  the  people 
of  a  given  neighborhood  should  not  have  to  go 
too  far  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  such  facili- 
ties. If  the  bath  is  within  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  of 
the  home,  it  will  be  readily  and  extensively  used ; 
if  it  is  two  or  three  miles  away,  its  use  will  be 
very  greatly  restricted. 
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This  fundamental  proposition  has  been  recog- 
nized by  Boston  from  the  outset.  Thirt}-  years 
ago,  when  the  system  was  established,  a   number 


A   River  Bath.      (Parental   School  in  the  background.) 


of  baths  were  opened,  each  in  a  different  section 
of  the  city.  The  site  for  a  bath  is  always  selected 
with  special  reference  to  its  accessibility  to  the 
neighborhood  that  the  bath  is  intended  to  serve. 
It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  every  district  of 
Boston,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  has  more  or 
less  frontage  on  the  ocean  or  some  river.  A 
glance  at  the  map  showing  the  distribution  of 
public  baths  now  in  operation  during  the  summer 
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months  will  make  it  apparent  that  no  considerable 
quarter  of  the  city  is  without  its  local  bathing 
establishment.      Some  of   these  baths,  because   of 


Wood    Island    Park. 


their  location  or  the  conveniences-  that  they 
afford,  have  a  patronage  from  regions  far  beyond 
their  immediate  neighborhoods.  The  L  street 
bath  in  South  Boston,  for  instance,  situated  as  it 
is  on  a  beautiful  natural  beach  and  easily  reached 
by  electric  cars  from  all  sections  of  the  city  and 
suburbs,  draws  throngs  from  every  part  of  Greater 
Boston. 
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This  seaside  bath,  opened  in  1866,  was  the  first 
municipal  bath  established  in  the  United  States. 
A  long,  low  frame  structure  provides  a  great  num- 
ber of  dressing-rooms  and  an  adjoining  building  is 
fitted  up  with  hundreds  of  lockers  for  the  use  of 
boys.  These  buildings,  together  with  a  high  board 
fence  at  either  end,  extending  well  out  into  the 
water,  effectually  shut  in  the  bath  from  all  out- 
side observation.  By  a  special  traditionary  privi- 
lege, bathing-suits  need  not  be  worn  at  this  partic- 
ular bath,  and  thousands  of  men  and  boys,  of  all 
sorts  and  social  conditions,  disport  in  the  water  or 
lie  stretched  out  on  the  sands  in  entire  nudity  at 
this  place  every  day  throughout  the  summer. 

Farther  along  on  the  beach  is  a  bathing-place 
for  women  and  girls,  three  good-sized  plain 
wooden  buildings  furnishing  the  necessary  dress- 
ing accommodations. 

Next  in  point  of  popularity  to  the  L  street 
bath  is  the  recently-opened  bath  at  the  harbor-side 
park  at  the  North  End.  This  affords  a  greater 
variety  of  attractions.  A  flat  roofed,  solidly  con- 
structed building  runs  along  the  westerly  side  of 
the  park  and  contains  the  dressing  quarters  for 
men  and  boys.  The  top  of  this  structure  was 
designed  originally  to  serve  as  an  elevated  walk 
conducting  to  the  upper  deck  of  a  great  prome- 
nade pier  that  bounds  the  park  at  the  harbor  line, 
and  encloses  a  little  cove  that  makes  in   from  the 
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harbor.  At  present,  however,  the  second  deck  of 
the  pier  is  reached  by  steps  leading  up  from  the 
ground.  Across  the  cove,  on  the  easterly  side  of 
the  park  is  a  bath-house  for  women  and  girls,  so 
that  bathing  in  the  open  cove  is  permitted  to  both 
sexes  at  the  same  time,  the  accommodations  being 
entirely  separate.  Another  pier  borders  the  east- 
erly side  of  the  park,  a  channel  between  the  two 
piers  connecting  the  cove  with  the  harbor.  The 
shore  of  the  cove  forms  a  beach  where  hundreds 
of  children  play  in  the  sand.  Commercial  street, 
with  its  ceaseless  stream  of  travel  and  business, 
bounds  the  water  park  on  the  south.  Across  this 
street  a  series  of  three  terraces  leading  up  to  the 
historic  Copp's  Hill  burying-ground  forms  a  pic- 
turesque background  to  the  whole.  From  the 
middle  terrace  a  bridge  is  called  for  in  the  original 
plan,  to  cross  Commercial  street,  and  continue  in 
the  elevated  walk,  already  described.  As  yet  the 
bridge  has  not  been  built,  on  account  of  a  pro- 
posed elevated  railroad  along  Commercial  street. 
While  the  North  End  beach,  like  the  L  street 
bath,  attracts  people  from  all  parts  of  Boston  and 
vicinity,  the  greater  proportion  of  its  vast  throngs 
come  from  the  densely-crowded  tenements  of  the 
North  End.  A  more  cosmopolitan  assemblage 
than  gathers  here  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 
Every  country  of  Europe  is  represented,  and  no 
less  than  fifteen  languages  are  to  be  heard.      Five 
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thousand  bathers  in  a  single  day,  besides  a  multi- 
tude of  spectators,  is  not  an  uncommon  number. 

The  other  beach  baths  are  at  Wood  Island  Park, 
in  East  Boston,  at  Charlestown  Heights,  where 
there  is  a  public  playground,  and  at  Commercial 
Point,  Dorchester.  The  first  two  were  opened  last 
summer,  and  all  three  are  much  smaller  and  of  a 
more  strictly  local  character  than  those  described. 

Of  the  thirteen  floating-baths,  six  are  exclusively 
for  men,  five  for  women,  and  two  are  used  for  both 
sexes  at  different  hours.  They  differ  one  from 
the  other  in  the  class  of  patronage  they  receive. 
The  two  on  West  Boston  bridge,  for  instance,  are 
visited  by  numbers  of  negroes  from  the  large 
colored  colony  in  the  vicinity  on  Cambridge  and 
the  lower  part  of  Joy  streets.  Those  on  Craigie 
and  Warren  bridges  are  the  resorts,  the  one  of  the 
Jews  from  the  Jewish  quarter  of  the  West  End,  the 
other  of  the  Jews  and  Italians  from  the  North  End. 
At  Craigie  bridge  the  Jews  constitute  about  one- 
third  of  the  entire  attendance.  Many  Italian 
mothers  come  to  the  women's  bath  on  Warren 
bridge  to  wash  and  dress  their  infants.  Dover  street 
bridge  bath  has  a  patronage  almost  wholly  Irish 
in  character  on  account  of  its  nearness  to  the  great 
Irish  districts  of  the  South  End  and  South  Boston. 
All  of  these  baths  situated  as  they  are  on 
thoroughfares  between  the  city  proper  and  great 
outlying    working-class    quarters    are    visited    by 
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very  many  laborers  on  their  way  to  or  from  their 
places  of  work ;  not  a  few  stopping  habitually  for 
a  dip.  A  total  attendance  of  one  thousand  during 
the  day  is  not  unusual  at  any  one  of  them. 

A  new  style  of  floating-bath  has  been  recently 
devised  by  one  of  the  Bath  Commissioners  which 
in  several  respects  is  a  distinct  advance  upon  that 


New  type  of  Floating  Bath,  Harvard  Bridge. 

in  use  up  to  the  present  time.  The  tank  of  this 
house  is  left  open  to  the  sky,  thus  ensuring  per- 
fect ventilation  and  facilitating  the  drying  of  the 
floors  and  walls  of  the  whole  interior.  Runways 
extending  along  either  side  and  fitted  with  lockers, 
are  substituted  for  dressing-closets, — one  runway 
for  adults,  the  other  for  children.  A  house  of 
this  description  may  be  seen  at  Harvard  bridge. 

The  swimming-pools  were  established  to  supply 
summer  baths  to  the  sections  of  the  city  without 
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water  frontage.  One  of  the  pools  is  at  Orchard 
Park,  a  small  open  space  with  grass  and  trees  in 
the  midst  of  the  tenement  district  of  Roxbury. 
It  consists  of  a  tank  made  of  concrete,  eighty  feet 
in  length  by  thirty  feet  in  width  and  four  feet  in 
depth ;  to  which  fresh  water  is  supplied  from 
the  city  pipes.  This  tank  is  enclosed  merely  by 
a  high  board  fence.  Two  or  three  polling-booths 
temporarily  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  afford  the 
necessary  dressing  accommodations.  Great  care 
is  taken  to  keep  the  water  clean ;  the  surface  is 
drawn  off  several  times  daily,  and  once  each  day 
the  tank  is  completely  emptied  and  washed  out. 
Every  bather  before  entering  the  pool  must  use 
the  shower-bath.  Between  eighty  and  ninety 
thousand  gallons  of  water  are  used  daily.  This 
bath  is  the  especial  delight  of  children,  who  crowd 
to  it  in  hundreds  ;  but  is  patronized  also  by  a  good 
number  of  adults,  especially  in  the  evening.  As 
in  the  case  of  the  floating-baths,  used  by  both 
sexes  but  not  having  separate  accommodations  for 
each,  the  bathing-hours  are  divided  between  men 
and  boys,  women  and  girls. 

The  other  swimming-pool  is  on  Cabot  street,  also 
in  Roxbury.  Unlike  the  Orchard  Park  pool,  this  is 
under  cover.  The  building  which  it  occupies  was 
put  up  originally  as  a  bath-house,  but  had  not 
been  used  as  such  for  a  long  period  before  it  was 
re-opened  a  few  months  ago. 
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A  striking  illustration  of  the  local  use  of  public 
bathing  facilities  is  furnished  by  the  fact  that 
although  these  two  swimming-pools  are  but  a  mile 
apart,  the  attendance  of  the  older  pool  at  Orchard 
Park  did  not   appreciably  fall  off  when  the  newer 


Cabot   Street   Bath. 


pool  at  Cabot  street  was  opened,  the  latter  creat- 
ing its  own  patronage. 

In  the  equipment  and  management  of  Boston's 
free  municipal  baths  a  special  point  is  made  of 
securing  the  patron's  comfort  and  safety,  as  well 
as  enjoyment.  Seats  are  provided  for  bathers 
and  friends,  ice-water  is  at  hand  for  the  thirsty, 
and  at  two  or  three  of  the  larger  places  bicycles 
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can  be  checked  without  charge.  At  the  North 
End  beach  a  large  awning  tent  affords  shelter 
from  the  sun.  To  meet  certain  slight  emer- 
gencies that  may  arise,  surgical  cases  are  pro- 
vided, containing  among  other  things,  liniment 
for  bruises,  Jamaica  ginger  to  be  given  in  case 
of  cramp,  ammonia  to  restore  from  fainting,  and 
bandages  for  cuts  and  sprains ;  and  the  attend- 
ants are  instructed  in  the  use  of  these  simple 
remedies  and  appliances.  As  a  safeguard  against 
accident  by  drowning  at  the  beaches,  trained  life- 
savers  in,  boats  keep  constantly  near  the  bathers 
both  to  render  any  needed  assistance  and  to  pre- 
vent the  swimmers  from  venturing  out  too  far. 
Other  attendants  also  patrol  the  shore,  ready 
to  plunge  into  the  water  at  a  moment's  notice  to 
bring  a  helpless  bather  to  land.  Stretchers  are  at 
hand  to  be  used  in  cases  of  need,  and  certain  em- 
ployees have  been  trained  to  resuscitate  the  ap- 
parently drowned.  To  these  and  other  similar 
precautions  must  be  due  in  large  measure  the 
almost  complete  exemption  of  the  baths  from 
serious  accidents  of  any  kind.  Fatalities  are  prac- 
tically unknown.  During  the  last  summer  not 
a  single  bather  was  drowned.  This  is  the  more 
remarkable  when  the  enormous  number  of  people 
using  the  baths  is  taken  into  account. 

Courtesy  to    all  comers  on   the  part  of   the  em- 
ployees, at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
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is  Strenuously  insisted  upon  by  the  department. 
The  general  direction  to  superintendents  and  as- 
sistants is  :  "  Regard  as  your  guest  everyone  who 
comes,  and  treat  him  as  such."  To  make  patrons 
of  the  baths  feel  still  more  at  home,  attendants  are 
taken,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  neighborhood 
of  the  bath-house  where    they   are   to   serve.     At 


Office  in  Women's    Building,  North  End   Beach. 


the  North  End  beach  the  leading  nationalities  also 
of  the  bathers  are  represented  among  the  employ- 
ees. Those  who  have  been  a  long  time  in  the 
service  know  by  name  hundreds  of  the  bathers,  and 
in  not  a  few  cases  are  in  friendly  personal  rela- 
tions with  them. 

From  the  first,  the  actual  use  of  Boston's   mu- 
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nicipal  baths  has  been  absolutely  free  to  the  peo- 
ple. A  fee  of  five  cents  is  charged  to  adults  for 
the  use  of  bathing-suits,  except  at  the  North  End 
beach  where  suits  are  furnished  free.  Children's 
suits  may  be  had  at  all  the  baths  without  charge. 
One  cent  is  the  price  for  a  towel  everywhere. 
Bathers  are  permitted  to  bring  their  own  suits  and 
towels,  if  they  care  to  do  so. 

Formerly  the  supplies  of  bathing-suits  and 
towels  were  owned  by  the  superintendents,  who 
derived  from  their  rental  an  income  in  addition  to 
their  salaries.  At  the  beginning  of  the  season 
just  passed,  however,  the  city  purchased  the  stock 
on  hand  and  added  to  it  in  order  to  meet  the  in- 
creased demand.  Its  possessions  in  these  lines  at 
present  are  represented  by  1,200  girls'  one-part 
suits;  1,200  women's  suits  in  two  parts;  1,800 
men's  two-part  Vsuits ;  1,200  men's  trunks  and 
3,600  boys'  trunks  for  the  floating-baths;  and 
15,000  towels.       ( 

Probably  no  form  of  physical  exercise  combines 
so  many  admirable  features  as  swimming.  As  a 
mere  sport  it  has  few  rivals.  When  to  this  be 
added  as  incidental  cleanliness  and  the  ability  to 
save  life,  swimming  takes  on  a  character  of  prac- 
tical value.  To  bring  this  desirable  accomplish- 
ment within  the  reach  of  all,  especially  school 
children,  instruction  in  swimming  was  given  at  all 
the  baths  for  the  whole  or  part  of  last  season.      In 
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Do/er  Street   Bath, 
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preparation  for  this,  as  well  as  to  connect  the 
baths  more  directly  with  the  city's  system  of  pop- 
ular education,  the  head  instructor  in  swimming 
visited  the  public  schools  before  the  close  of  the 
school  year  and  taught  the  children  the  swimming 
motions.  Toward  the  end  of  the  season  a  series 
of  "  swimming  events  "  took  place  at  several  of 
the  baths,  participated  in  by  the  boys  and  girls 
who  had  learned  to  swim  during  the  summer. 
Gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals,  bearing  the  seal 
of  the  City  of  Boston  had  been  offered  for  the 
different  contests.  These  prizes  were  handed  to 
the  winners  by  the  Mayor. 

The  new  bath-house  whose  erection  was  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Mayor  early  in  his  first  term  of 
office  has  been  completed  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  exercises  on  the  fourteenth  of  last 
October.  Its  location  was  admirably  chosen  for  the 
purpose  in  view.  Dover  street,  on  which  it  faces, 
is  part  of  a  thoroughfare  crossing  the  city  east 
and  west  from  one  extreme  end  to  the  other,  and 
bisecting  that  district  of  the  South  End  which  is 
rapidly  becoming  the  great  metropolitan  poor 
quarter  of  Greater  Boston.  Washington  street  and 
Harrison  avenue,  also  great  highways  of  travel 
running  north  and  south,  pass  one  within  two 
blocks  of  the  bath-house,  the  other  within  a  single 
block.  Thus  multitudes  of  people  from  all  parts 
of  the  city  and  outlying  districts  are  brought  daily 
into  its  neighborhood. 
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The  building  is  a  simple  but  imposing  structure 
43  feet  wide  by  i  lo  feet  deep.  The  front,  which 
is  three  stories  in  height,  is  constructed  of  granite 
up  to  the  second  story,  and  of  gray  mottled 
brick  with  limestone  trimmings  from  this  up  to 
the  ornamental  cornice  of  the  roof.  There  are 
two  entrances,  one  for  men  and  one  for  women. 
Above  these  a  row  of  three  arched  windows 
extends  across  the  second  story.  On  the  first 
floor  are  separate  waiting-rooms  for  men  and 
women,  together  with  the  laundry  and  engine- 
room  in  the  rear.  On  the  second  floor  are  sepa- 
rate bath-rooms  for  men  and  women.  The  third 
floor  in  the  front  part  of  the  building  contains  an 
apartment  for  the  manager  of  the  baths  and  his 
family.  The  interior  of  the  waiting-rooms  and 
bathing  apartments  have  a  high  wainscoting  of 
Knoxville  marble  and  the  partitions  of  the  baths 
are  of  the  same  material.  The  floors  are  of 
terazzo  mosaic. 

There  are  thirty  sprays  and  three  tubs  for  men, 
and  eleven  sprays  and  six  tubs  for  women.  All 
the  baths  are  enclosed.  Each  shower-cabin  con- 
tains a  dressing-alcove,  with  seat.  A  Gegenstrom 
apparatus  is  used,  which  permits  the  bather  to 
regulate  the  temperature  of  the  water  to  suit 
himself.  Both  bathing  apartments  have  toilet- 
rooms  connected  with  them.  The  steam  supply 
for  all  purposes  is  furnished  from  the  boiler-room 
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of  the  fire  department  repair  shop,  situated  just  at 
the  rear  of  the  bath-house  lot. 


Interior  of   Dover  Street   Bath. 


The  washing  for  all  the  winter  baths  is  done 
by  the  laundry  in  this  building.  In  the  summer 
season  this  work  will  be  divided  with  the  other 
municipal  laundry  at  the  North  End  Park. 

In  the  planning  and  construction  of  the  Dover- 
street  bath  the  aim  was  to  provide  such  a  bathing 
establishment   as   would   not   only   be    in  keeping 
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with  the  dignity  of  the  city,  but  would  constitute 
a  worthy  centre  for  the  proposed  system  of  all- 
the-year-round  baths.  At  present  one  other 
permanent  bath  is  in  operation.  This  is  in  con- 
nection wath  a  gymnasium,  and  is  situated  in 
East  Boston.  The  building,  originally  a  skating- 
rink,  was  purchased  by  Mrs.  Daniel  Ahl,  a  num 
ber  of  years  ago,  enlarged,  equipped  as  a  combined 
gj'mnasium  and  bath,  and  turned  over  to  the  East 
Boston  Athletic  Association  for  the  use  of  its 
members.  In  1897  it  was  presented  to  the  city 
and  thrown  open  to  the  general  public.  The 
main  hall  is  lOO  feet  long  and  80  wide,  and  is 
well  supplied  with  gymnastic  apparatus.  One 
corner  may  be  shut  off  by  movable  partitions  for 
hand-ball.  There  is  a  running-track,  with  tAventy 
laps  to  the  mile.  Across  one  end  is  a  gallery 
for  spectators.  In  the  bathing  department  there 
are  eleven  unenclosed  sprays,  with  the  necessary 
dressing-quarters  and  lockers.  Two  days  a  week 
the  entire  building  is  reserved  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  women  and  girls.  On  these  days  the 
baths  are  separated  one  from  the  other  by  rubber 
curtains. 

Medical  directors  are  in  attendance  at  certain 
hours  to  make  bodily  examinations  and  prescribe 
courses  of  training.  A  female  medical  director  is 
-employed  for  the  women.  Instruction  in  physical 
exercises  is  criven  cfasses  of  school  children  sev- 
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eral  days  a  week.  Gymnasium  suits  are  furnished 
by  the  city.  These  consist  of  the  summer  bath- 
ing-suits, supplemented  in  the  case  of  the  boys* 
trunks  with  white  knitted  shirts. 

Two  more  combined  baths  and  gymnasiums  are 
about  to  be  opened,  one  in  South  Boston  and  one 
in  the  South  End.  Connected  with  the  former  is 
an  area  of  cleared  land  containing  about  five  and 
a  half  acres,  under  the  control  of  the  city,  which 
in  the  near  future  will  be  laid  out  with  separate 
athletic  fields  for  men  and  women.  The  structure 
itself  is  of  wood,  75  by  100  feet,  in  the  English 
Gothic  style  of  architecture.  An  elevated  run- 
ning track  extends  around  the  interior.  All  the 
gymnastic  apparatus  is  so  arranged  that  it  can 
easily  be  drawn  up  or  pushed  aside,  leaving  the 
floor  entirely  free  from  obstruction.  There  are 
1,200  lockers  and  18  Gegenstrom  spray-baths. 
The  entire  cost,  including  furnishings,  heating  ap- 
pliances, and  the  adjoining  brick  boiler-house,  did 
not  exceed  $28,000.  A  swimming  tank  under  a 
separate  roof  is  a  part  of  the  original  plan,  and  in 
time  will  be  added. 

For  the  South  End  gymnasium  and  bath,  Shaw- 
mut  Chapel,  a  large,  one-story  brick  building  has 
been  purchased.  Here  the  lockers  and  sprays 
will  be  placed  in  the  basement,  the  entire  ground 
floor  being  given  up  to  the  exercise  hall  and 
superintendent's  ofifice. 
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A  similar  institution,  re-enforced  in  some  cases 
by  a  swimming  tank,  is  projected  for  each  of  the 
other  three  or  four  industrial  districts  of  the  city. 
Pending  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  the 
experiment  will  be  tried  of  fitting  up  the  ward- 
rooms in  these  sections  with  gymnastic  apparatus 
and  baths  which  can  easily  be  removed  whenever 
the  rooms  are  needed  for  other  purposes.  The 
first  of  these  temporary  gymnasiums  will  soon  be 
opened  at  Roxbury  Crossing. 


Shower  Baths  at  the  East  Boston  Gymnasium. 

For  school  children  a  system  of  special  bathing 
facilities  in  the  school-houses  is  proposed,  to  be 
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under  the  direction  of  the  School  Board.  A  be- 
ginning has  already  been  made  in  the  Paul  Revere 
School  at  the  North  End,  where  a  number  of 
baths  are  in  successful  operation. 

When  thirty  years  ago  Boston  was  considering 
the  matter  of  providing  public  bathing  facilities, 
there  were  no  undertakings  of  the  kind  in  this 
country  for  its  guidance.  Examples  had  to  be 
sought  in  England  and  on  the  Continent.  Since 
that  time  a  number  of  American  cities  and  towns 
have  made  more  or  less  advance  in  this  direction. 
But  the  best  examples  of  municipal  action  in 
providing  cheap  and  ample  bathing  are  still  to  be 
found  abroad,  notably  in  Birmingham,  Liverpool, 
London,  Berlin  and  Vienna.  And  yet  the  nmnic- 
ipal  system  of  baths  in  English  and  Continental 
'cities  lacks  the  democratic  character  that  it  must 
have  in  this  country.  To  some  extent  the  baths 
abroad  preserve  social  distinctions  by  providing 
first,  second,  and,  in  some  cases,  third-class  baths. 
In  no  case  are  the  foreign  baths  free. 

There  is  a  contention  in  this  country  that  those 
using  public  bathing  accommodations  should  pay 
for  the  privilege  in  order  to  preserve  their  self- 
respect;  but  it  is  hoped  in  Boston  that  in  due 
time  the  people  will  come  to  have  something 
of  the  same  ennobling  feeling  of  ownership  and 
responsibility  as  to  baths  which  they  already 
entertain  with  regard  to  the  city's  schools,  parks 
and   libraries. 
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ADDRESS  OF  MAYOR  QUINCY  AT  THE  OPEN- 
ING OF  THE  DOVER  STREET  BATH. 


Members  of  the  City  Councit,  Ladies 
AND  Gentlemen  :  It  has  seemed  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bath  Commission  and  to  myself  that 
the  opening  of  the  first  permanent  pubHc  bath- 
house in  Boston  for  all-the-year-round  use  was 
an  event  of  enough  interest  to  make  it  proper 
to  invite  you  here  to-night  to  inspect  this  fine 
building  and  its  appointments,  before  its  open- 
ing to  the  public  to-morrow  morning.  While 
the  building  and  equipment  of  this  bath-house 
has  taken  an  unexpectedly  long  time,  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  in  its  finished  state 
it  represents  a  great  amount  of  careful  and  in- 
telligent thought  and  labor,  and  that  it  reflects 
credit  upon  the  architects  who  have  designed  it, 
upon  the  advisory  committee  which  selected  the 
site  and  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  preparation 
of  the  plans,  and  upon  all  who  have  in  any  way 
been  concerned  in  the  work.  I  believe  that  if  a 
few  American  cities  have  been  a  few  years  in  ad- 
vance of  Boston,  in  establishing  permanent  baths, 
we  can  truthfully  claim  that  Boston  now  possesses 
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the  finest  and  the  most  modern  pubHc  bathing 
estabhshment  upon  this  continent. 

If  we  have  built  slowly,  we  have  built  solidly, 
and  this  fine  building  shall  stand  for  generations 
to  come  to  perform  its  beneficent  work  for  the 
people  and  to  serve  as  a  monument  to  mark  the 
adoption  in  this  city  of  a  broader  and  higher  con- 
ception of  the  duties  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment to  the  citizens.  The  opening  of  this  bath 
marks  the  full  recognition  by  the  city  of  its  duty 
to  bring  within  the  reach  of  all,  in  winter  as  well 
as  in  summer,  facilities  for  securing  the  physical 
cleanliness  that  bears  such  close  relationship  to 
social  and  moral  well-being.  The  accommoda- 
tions of  this  bath-house,  built  with  the  money  of 
the  people,  are  for  the  free  use  of  all,  rich  or 
poor,  men,  women  or  children ;  if  there  is  any 
distinction  in  the  invitation  extended  to  all,  it  is 
that  those  who  stand  in  the  greatest  need  of  the 
facilities  which  are  here  afforded,  will  be  received 
as  its  most  welcome  patrons. 

The  expenditure  which  the  city  has  made  in 
erecting  its  first  permanent  bath-house  of  this 
substantial  and  ornamental  character  has  been 
incurred  with  a  broader  end  in  view  than  that  of 
merely  providing  facilities  for  the  bathing  of  a 
certain  number  of  persons.  The  number  of 
shower-baths  and  tub-baths  contained  in  this 
building    could    have   been   furnished   at  a  much 
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smaller  expense,  and  the  city  might,  perhaps, 
have  leased  a  building  for  the  purpose,  instead  of 
purchasing  a  valuable  lot  of  land  and  erecting  an 
expensive  structure.  The  purpose  of  the  advi- 
sory committee  which  planned  this--  first  central 
bath-house,  —  a  purpose  which  met  with  my 
hearty  approval  and  support,  —  was  to  erect  a 
building  of  such  character  and  appointments  that 
it  would  be  worthy  as  an  architectural  monument 
of  the  city  which  owned  it,  and  would  raise  the 
whole  idea  of  public  bathing  to  a  high  and  digni- 
fied plane.  If  we  judge  a  man  somewhat  by  the 
house  in  which  he  Hves,  it  is  surely  important  that 
a  new  idea  in  civic  development  should  receive 
such  a  concrete  embodiment  at  its  inception  as  to 
place  it  in  the  right  light  before  the  people. 
Every  useful  undertaking  gains  in  its  possibilities 
of  beneficence  if  it  is  clothed  in  a  garb  of  dignity 
and  beauty.  The  money  which  this  completed 
building  represents  to-night,  upwards  of  $70,000, 
was  asked  for  by  me,  appropriated  by  the  City 
Council, —  in  a  spirit  of  wise  liberality  which  more 
recent  action  should  not  lead  us  to  forget,  —  and 
expended  by  the  architects,  in  the  belief  that 
nothing  within  reason  was  too  good  for  the  first 
permanent  bath-house  to  be  built  by  this  city  and 
located  at  this  central  point.  As  a  result  of  this 
policy  we  dedicate  to-night  a  bath-house  of  such 
a  character  that  it  might  well  have  been  intended 
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for  the  use  of  a  private  club  of  men  and  women 
of  means,  and  we  open  it  freely  and  without  price 
for  the  use  of  all  of  the  people  of  this  great  munic- 
ipality. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  no  small  sense  of  personal 
and  official  satisfaction  that  I  now  receive  this 
building  from  the  hands  of  the  architects  and 
builder,  and  turn  over  its  custody  to  the  Bath 
Commission,  which  the  city  has  wisely  established 
to  take  special  charge  of  this  branch  of  our  munic- 
ipal service. 

The  marked  success  of  its  administration  of  the 
summer  baths,  during  the  past  season,  and  the 
great  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  their  util- 
ity and  patronage,  —  no  less  than  1,900,000' 
baths  having  been  taken  during  the  last  season,  — 
affords  a  guarantee  that  this  institution  will  be 
conducted  in  a  spirit  of  conscientious  devotion  to 
its  best  interests  and  with  a  full  appreciation  of  its 
possibilities  for  good.  May  this,  the  first  perma- 
nent bath-house  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be  so 
fruitful  of  good  results  that  within  the  next  few 
years  each  of  the  sections  of  the  city  may  have 
a  similar  local  bath-house  of  its  own,  and  that  it 
may  be  our  boast  that  the  city  government  is 
enlightened  enough  to  offer,  and  our  citizens 
wise  enough  to  use,  better  and  more  extensive 
public  bathing  facilities,  both  in  winter  and  in 
summer,  than  any  city  in  this  country,  if  not  in. 
the  world. 
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NUMBER  OF  BATHERS  DURING  THE  SEASON 
OF   1898. 


Men. 
June. . . .    12,791 

July  ....   45'420 

August. .  47,461 


North  End  Park. 
Boys.  Total.        Women. 

26,164        38,955  2,895 

63,45s      108,875  9,690 

80,869      128,330        13,875 


Girls.  Total. 

5,050  7.945 

20,815  30.505 

22,125  36,000 


Grand  total 350,610 

L  Street. 

Men.  Boys.  Total. 

June 21,874       35,200       57,074 

July  ....   80,951       94,826     175.777 
August..  88,300     101,515     189,815 

Grand  total 422,666 

K  Street. 

Women.  Girls. 

June -  - 

July ^ 9.684  17.365 

August 24,665  38,980 

Grand  total 90,694 


Total. 

27,049 
62,645 


Charlestown. 

Men.  Boys.  Total.        Women.  Girls.  Total. 

July 6,150       i6,Soo       22,950         3,375        8,745       12,120 

August...   8,675       30,500       39,175       20,480       30,130       50,610 

Grand  total 1 24.855 
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Wood  Island. 

Men. 

Boys, 

Total.        Women. 

Girls. 

Total. 

July  . . . . 

.    2,824 

7,646 

10,470           1,485 

1,896 

3.381 

August. . 

■    6,475 

16,370 

22,845          4.705 

8,210 

12,915 

Grand  total 

49,611 

Dover 

Street  Bridge. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Total.        Women. 

Girls. 

Total. 

June. . . . 

•    2.635 

6,199 

8,834              676 

3,620 

4,296 

July  . . .  . 

.    5,682 

16,146 

21,828           3,095 

10,426 

13.521 

August. . 

•    5.471 

17.517 

22,988           3,410 

10,732 

14,142 

Grand  total 

85,609 

Orchard  Park. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Total.        Women. 

Girls. 

Total. 

July.... 

•  3.735 

18,594 

22,329 

2,657 

2,657 

August. . 

.  2,138 

18,980 

21,118                 37 

5.415 

5.452 

Grand  total 

.' 

51.556 

Craigie    Bridge. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Total. 

June 

10,230 

25.425 

35.655 

July  . . . . 

28,453 

63,605 

92.053 

August. . 

19,885 

60,855 

80,740 

Grand  total 

208,453 

Spring  Street. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Total.         Women. 

Girls. 

Total. 

July.... 

•        105 

1,064 

1,169 

- 

- 

August. . 

•    1.347 
Grand 

15,061 
total 

16,408               550 

959 
19,086 

1,509 

West  Boston  Bridge. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Total.        Women. 

Girls. 

Total. 

June 

•       550 

1,100 

1,650              425 

560 

985 

July  .  . . . 

•    S.075 

18,725 

23,800          4,005 

15.350 

19.355 

August. . 

•    5.075 

8,525 

13,600          4,825 

7,690 

12,515 

Grand  total 

71.Q0; 
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Warren  Bridge. 

Men.           Boys.           Total.        Women.  Girls. 

June 2,873         7i2i5       10,088         2,290  3,790 

July 8,919       15,543       24,462         7,210  8,229 

August...    1,318         3,000         4,318         6,591  8,930 

Grand  total 7S,9o8 


Men. 
June 1,304 

July 3.898 

August...    3,427 


Chelsea  Bridge. 
Boys.  Total.         Women. 

5,583        6,887  957 

13.274       17.172        3.280 
11,346       14,773        4,582 


Total. 
6,080 

15.439 
15.521 


Maverick  Street. 

Men.           Boys.           Total.        Women.  Girls.  Total. 

June 288         3,686         8,974              79  1,309  1.388 

July 679         7,450         8,129            268  1,887  2,155 

August 648         7,950         8,598            465  2,312  2,777 

Grand  total 27,021 

East  Border  Street. 

Men.           Boys.           Total.        Women.  Girls.  Total. 

June 3,634         7,652       11,286            798  1,325  2,123 

July 6,088       11,554       17,642         4,354  11,516  15,870 

August,..    5,736       11,200       16,936         3,049  9,159  12,208 

Grand  total 76,065 


Girls.  Total. 

3,300  4,257 

3,745  12,025 

8,185  12,767 


Grand  total 67,881 


Men. 
June 195 

July 2,985 

August...    1,506 


Maiden  Bridge. 
Boys.  Total.         Women. 

1,476  1,671  1,108 

11.358         14,343  567 

6,124  7,630  310 


Girls. 

Total. 

4,264 

5.372 

2,752 

3.319 

2,245 

2.5SS 

Grand  total 34.890 
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N^eponset. 
Men.  Boys.  Total.         Women.  Girls.  Total. 

July 85        3,157         3,242  310        2,051         2,361 

August...    1,225         9,636       io,S6i         1,117       iO)045       11,162 
Grand  total 27,626 

A^eponset  Bridge. 
Men.  Boys.  Total. 

August...   3,114         2,000         5,114 

Grand  total S>1 14 

L-Street  Bridge. 
Men.  Boys.  Total.         Women.  Girls.  Total. 

June 395         1,780         2,175  y:>^         -'OU         2,345 

Removed  to  K  Street. 
Grand  total 4,520 

Commercial  Point. 
Men.  Boys.  Total.         Women.  Girls.  Total 

June 440  2,616  3,056  1,177  2,580  3,757 

July 5,487       21,473       26,960         2,263       10,565       12,828 

August...    5,168       24,290       29,458         2,589       19,835       22,424 
Grand  total 98,483 

Cabot  Street. 

Men.            Boys.            Total.         Women.  Girls.            Total. 

August...   6,953         7,390       14,343            254  3,968         4,222 

Grand  total 18,565 

Harvard  Bridge. 
Men.  Boys.  Total. 

Sept 2,200         7,050         9,250 

Grand  total 9,250 

Whole  number 1,920,368 
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NUMBER  OF  BATHERS  AT  THE  DOVER  STREET 
BATH  DURING  THE  FIRST  SEVEN  MONTHS. 


Men. 

Boys. 

Total. 

Women. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Oct.  I5dys4,is6 

1,460 

5,616 

669 

581 

1,250 

November  6,837 

3.907 

10,744 

2,465 

2,323 

4.788 

December.  7, 5  59 

3.813 

11,371 

2,812 

2.535 

5.347 

January.  .  .7,646 

3.780 

11,426 

2,633 

2,988 

5.621 

February  .7,733 

3.664 

11.397 

2,641 

2.354 

4,995 

March.  . .  .9,796 

4,341 

14.137 

3.791 

2,866 

6,657 

April....  1 3,535 

5.637 

18,172 

4.314 

4,017 

8,331 

Whole  number  119,852. 

Largest  number  of  bathers  in  any  one  day,  2,045. 
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Expenditure   for   Baths  Each   Year   Since  the   Estab- 
lishment OF  the  System* 

No.  of  Baths. 

1866 6 $17,404  05 

1867 12 25,301     51 

1868 14 19,11765 

1869 14 21,808  58 

1870 16 21,284  66 

187 1 17 38,997  06 

1872 17  40,464  91 

1873 17  37.299  43 

1874 20 28,881  50 

1875 20 21,44087 

1876 20 24,643  12 

1877 20  22,666  48 

1878 20 22,361  05 

1879 19 21,42330 

1880 16 12,500  00 

188 1 15 1 3,000  00 

1882 15 1 3,000  00 

1883 15 16,000  00 

1884 15  16,000  00 

1885 15  16,000  00 

1886 15 16,000  00 

1887 15  16,000  00 

1888 15 18,000  00 

1889 15  16,000  00 

1890 15 16,00000 

1891 15 16,000  00 

1892 15 x8,ooo  00 

-893 15 19,000  00 

1894 15 22,000  00 

1895 15  19,000  00 

1896 15 21,000  00 

1897 14 24,000  00 

1898 23 35,000  00 

*  These  figures  do  not  include  several  special  appropriations  for  construction 
since  1896,  amounting  altogether  to  about  $110,000.  The  Dover  street  Bath 
represents  an  expenditure  of  $86,000.  Apart  of  this  sum,  or  $14,154.25,  was 
paid  for  the  land. 
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